September 12, 2618

Chairman Johnny Isakson
senate Vererans Aftatrs Committee
Washington DO 20510

Ranking Member fon Tester
Seaate Vaterans A ffairs Comimines
Washmeten DC 20514

Diear Chawtian Isakson 2nd Ranking Member Testet:

As former Secretanies of the Deparunent of Veterans Adfairs, we write to you L0 express our
concerns with H.R. 299, 2 biil that mcindes provisions re expand Agent Orange presumpnve
stanus to the crews of ships that were deploved w and operaied in the occan warers oif the
coast of the Republic of South Viewam dunng the Viemam War.

FLR. 200 15 based on what we bebieve 10 be meunclusive scientific evidence to venty that
these crvws’ experienced exposure ta Agenr {drange while ther vessels were underway. The
distance these ships routinely aperated from shore was se great thai any restdue of Agent
Orange dnfting our from land o the sea would have been diluted 10 such 20 extent it would
have posed a negligible 1o nonexistent hazard to hatan health, irrespective of the rechnical
means those ships used to punify non-potable water for shipboard use

Throughout each of owr 1eauTes as Secrevun ol Vercrans Affaws we undersrood the
importance of caring for the men and women who served our naton dunng the Viemam
War and whe nav have been exposed 1o wxic substances. Our decisions were based on the
findings of the Natonal Academy of Sciences that saenufic evidence showed an association
hetween certam illnesses and exposure to dioxin.  On thic iksue, the 2011 Insttute of
Medicine repors, Blug Water Mavy V. ; : Orange Exposure coticizded with
*“{he commitiee’s judgment is that exposure of Blue Watcr Navy Vietnam veterans 1o Agent
Orange~associated TCDD cannot reasonably be determined”. We uzge the Commirree vo defer
action on FLR. 299 unal such a study 13 completed and scientific evidence is established w
cxpand presumpiions to those at sea.

Thank vou for your comsideraon.
Respecrfully
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